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The psychology of race voreindice ‘s not szn inst nctive sntivpsthy
ozused by physicel differences, but hes its besis in fesr, The ezuse
of this fear mav be ~raced 10 economic, social =n? =olitic=s1l ressons
or "he fear that the "inTerior®™ rzce michi Threstan the nowsr =nd

dominance of the "superior" race,

I chose this subiect because © am interested ‘n the a " tiinde of

the "Thite man towsrd +the Yegro in the United “tates,




In meking & studv of “he =ngvehn o7 of race nreinice, *t ‘g8 +ell
2

to ksen in mind thet we sre snesking of reces from “he enthromnlosicel

S

point of view., There ere three essenti=l rec *he Canersinan, Heprn' @,

1=

I

and Zongoloid, It is elso well to keen ‘n mind thet ~ne of the =m=°n
accusations made by ;he prejuciced, that of d°fferences in intell’rence,
is essentdelly wrong., W.I.Thomes exnresged this clesrlv vhen he ssid'
that there are grest differences in the mentel sbilities of individusls
but not necessarily beiween different reces,

Some esuthors nsintain thet the »rejudieces between the Aifferent
races, perticnlarly the Vhite snd Black, dre instinective, Thev clsin
that the Whites dislike living 8'de by gide ith the Bi=ck snd thevr
resent interwarrisge. This ‘nstinet ther be=e on nhvsiesl Aifférences,
Others, »"th c¢lesrer snalysis, believe thst such "hys’eel nreiudices
are a soclal ereation rether then =n insbtinetive =2version,

Ky voint of view, “n m ting +h’' s nener, frvors “he lrtier, I%
is my bellef that one of the m~"n cruses of r=ce ~re’ndice c~n be
found in fesr; the fear of one race being disnleced by snother.

I think thet one of the maln rea-ons For ~he striet teboo esreinst
intermerrisge between Yhites snd Negroes c2n be frunéd in the desire of
the Whites to keep the rece mure, from feer I maintain,
from a strictly vhysiczl entivethy. This cen be realized more fullwy
if we look to South Americs, where we Find = much lessaned taboo end
a gradusl mersine of the two reciasl stocks., |

We cen find *ths basie of the Teer of “he Nesro by the White nm “he

A

South. It is kmovn thet the Hesro voovulstion *s fer erester then “he

=1



White. The Nesro there is restrieted in countless numberg nf wewrs -
voting, opvortunitises of owming »ropsriy, eéucetiom, ete, Certeinly
all this cannot be accounted for by gaying thet the wnsveholoricel
pesig is an instinmetive dislike of their color snd »Hhvsicrl cherscter-
istics, I think thet there is the psychologicel batis of fear - fear
that the Negro, by his populational majority m'ght eontrsl the
governing bodies, over~run “he mrnfessions sad fisnlerce “he Thites "n
it ané acrulre the fom'na“ion »f wesl*h,

We Tind racilzal preiudice men’feste’ "n menv wrvs, Ve Tin® rn
emotion of solidarity in the onnressgl Pn? = Feeline af infer arity
or an oppression psycheosis, On the dominsnt race this is regression.,
This can readily be ssen in the South, with its Tim Crow lews end
frequent lynchings. This czn readily be seen in the spmvy life todev,
with segregetion of the 1\""'egro&s, restriction of the Negroes from verious
branches of the service and »ith small nr no advencement nerm'thted in
the renks, Ve know it is not e metter of ab'l ' tv, for it hss bren
proven that the Negro is as cavnsble as the White in lesrnine the
mechenicsl ablilities of militery life: seein T sev it s fear,

Then one mey ssk, "But vhet ~f the Tellow™ rece, is there ==z pgrest
a prejudice sreinst them by the Yhite ss ¥ “he Vhite esreingt the Bleck?? .

Agzalin ve have the seme evidences, The levg nazged poe nev i miecrst an

of the Orientels "o the Un'ted Stetes sre verwy efrinrent. The mhvaigsl

isolstion of the Mongololds on Waite territory sre eg grest., Tn the




United States this c¢*n be irTrced 7o sn economie resson »f forr - Pesr
that the Yellow man vworking for sms ler vegeg -nnld € swlege The Thite
man. 1In ny opinion, it w=as not watil the Yellrw rece ‘n Anmerieore
created an econom’e problem thet sctusl menifestet ons of reeiel
vrejudice begen, If the latter is *rue 1t ssein illusgtretes thet
prejudice is a‘éocial creation rethser than an Instinective sversion.
When we @ton to consider thet the Vhite rece is only one-third
the porulation of the world, but is the dominent rrce, we m8t reslize
that it has been & continuous strusele %o maintain That suverioriiy.
uch of this ®uperiority hss been meintained br cresting these nreiudices
which have subjugeted the other reces, Of course, nov, in ¥orld ¥er LT,
we are in the orocess of stiexnting "o overcoms "he zrovine guneriarity
of & brench of the ﬁongcloié_race. An?® s0 e see, b neens of
propgganda, ete., #n incressing heate =nd nreiud ce =rr nst th g rece

whieh is threatening the dom’'nesnce of = brench of the White rree,
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Janet Rosenberg
September 2, 1942
Room 1350
Psychology 1

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF RACE PREJUDICE

SUMMARY

The psychology of race prejudice is not an instinctive antipathy caused by
physical differences, but has its basis in fear. The cause of this fear may be traced to
economic, social and political reasons or the fear that the “inferior” race might threaten
the power and dominance of the “superiot” race.

I chose this subject because I am interested in the attitude of the White man
toward the Negro in the United States.

In making a study of the psychology of race prejudice, it is well to keep in mind
that we are speaking of races from the anthropological point of view. There are three
essential races, the Caucasian, Negroid and Mongoloid. It is also well to keep in mind
that one of the main accusations made by the prejudiced, that of differences in
intelligence, is essentially wrong. W.I. Thomas expressed this clearly when he said that
there are great differences in the mental abilities of individuals but not necessarily
between different races.

Some authors maintain that the prejudices between the different races, particularly
the White and Black, are instinctive. They claim that the Whites dislike living side by
side with the Black and they resent intermarriage. This instinct they base on physical
differences. Others, with clearer analysis, believe that such physical prejudices are a
social creation rather than an instinctive aversion.

My point of view, in writing this paper, favours the latter. It is my belief that one
of the main causes of race prejudice can be found in fear; the fear of one race being
displaced by another.

I think that one of the main reasons for the strict taboo against intermarriage
between Whites and Negroes can be found in the desire of Whites to keep the race pure,
from fear I maintain, rather than from a strictly physical antipathy. This can be realised
more fully if we look to South America, where we find a much lessened taboo and a
gradual merging of the two racial stocks.

We can find the basis of the fear of the Negro by the White in the South. It is
known that the Negro population is far greater than the White. The Negro there is
restricted in countless numbers of ways — voting, opportunities of owning property,
education, etc. Certainly all this cannot be accounted for by saying that the psychological
basis is an instinctive dislike of their color and physical characteristics. I think that there
is the psychological basis of fear — fear that the Negro, by his populational majority might



control the governing bodies, over-run the professions and displace the Whites in it and
acquire the domination of wealth.

We find racial prejudice manifested in many ways. We find an emotion of
solidarity in the oppressed and a feeling of inferiority or an oppression psychosis. On the
dominant race this is aggression. This can readily be seen in the South, with its Jim Crow
laws and frequent lynchings. This can readily be seen in the army life today, with
segregation of the Negroes, restrictions of the Negroes from various branches of the
service and with small or no advancement permitted in the ranks. We know it is not a
matter of ability, for it has been proven that the Negro is as capable as the White in
learning the mechanical abilities of military life; again I say it is fear.

Then one may ask, “But what of the Yellow race, is there as great a prejudice
against them by the White as by the White against the Black?” Again we have the same
evidences. The laws passed against immigration of the Orientals to the United States are
very stringent. The physical antipathy does not appear so great but the evidence of
segregation and isolation of the Mongoloids on White territory are as great. In the United
States this can be traced to an economic reason of fear — fear that the Yellow man
working for smaller wages would displace the White man. In my opinion, it was not until
the Yellow race in America created an economic problem that actual manifestations of
racial prejudice began. If the latter is true it again illustrates that prejudice is a social
creation rather than an instinctive aversion.

When we stop to consider that the White race is only one-third the population of
the world, but is the dominant race, we must realise that it has been a continuous struggle
to maintain that superiority. Much of this superiority has been maintained by creating
these prejudices which have subjugated the other races. Of course, now, in World War II,
we are in the process of attempting to overcome the growing superiority of a branch of
the Mongoloid race. And so we see, by means of propaganda, etc., an increasing hate and
prejudice against this race which is threatening the dominance of a branch of the White
race.
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(Janet (Rosenberg) Jagan met Cheddi Jagan in early 1943 - 1st known political writing by
Janet Jagan, written while she was attending the Cook County School of Nursing)
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